
 

 

Partnering to better serve Houston 
 
Council Members: Brenda Stardig  Jarvis Johnson  Anne Clutterbuck  Wanda Adams  Mike Sullivan  Al Hoang  Oliver Pennington   

Edward Gonzalez  James G. Rodriguez  Stephen C. Costello  Sue Lovell  Melissa Noriega  C.O. “Brad” Bradford   
Jolanda “Jo” Jones    Controller:  Ronald C. Green

  CITY OF HOUSTON
Administration and Regulatory Affairs Department 

Strategic Purchasing Division 

Annise D. Parker 
Mayor 
 
 

Calvin D. Wells, Deputy Director 
City Purchasing Agent 
P.O. Box 1562 
Houston, Texas 77251-1562 
 
F. 832.393.8755 
https://purchasing.houstontx.gov 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
December 17, 2012 
 
Subject: Letter of Clarification No. 1 to Invitation to Bid No. S50-L24458 for Drinking Water 

Laboratory Analysis Services for the Public Works and Engineering Department 
 
To: All Prospective Bidders: 
 
This letter of Clarification is being issued for the following reasons:  
 

 To revise SECTIONS “A” The Official Bid Document and “B”, Scope of 
Work/Technical Specifications and respond to questions posed by perspective 
bidders: 

 
1.)  Remove pages 1 & 8 of 36 and replace with the attached pages 1 & 8 of 36 marked 

REVISED 12/17/2012 
 
2.)  The following are questions posed by perspective bidders and the City of Houston’s 

response: 
 
Question No. 1: This bid is only for analysis and possibly shipping of UCMR3 samples.  

There is no component for sample collection, so I presume City of 
Houston staff will be collecting the samples? 

 
Answer: Yes.  See the attached, revised page 8 of 36 marked, REVISED 

1/11/2013. 
 
 
Note: No further questions will be accepted after the publication of this Letter of 

Clarification. 
 
When issued, Letter(s) of Clarification shall automatically become a part of the solicitation 
documents and shall supersede any previous specification(s) and/or provision(s) in conflict with  
the Letter(s) of Clarification.  All revisions, responses, and answers incorporated into the 
Letter(s) of Clarification are collaboratively from both the Strategic Purchasing Division and the  
applicable City Department(s).  It is the responsibility of the bidder/respondent to ensure that it 
has obtained all such letter(s).  By submitting a bid on this project, bidders/respondents shall be  
deemed to have received all Letter(s) of Clarification and to have incorporated them into this 
solicitation and resulting bid.   
 
Furthermore, it is the responsibility of each Contractor to obtain any previous Letter of 
Clarification associated with this solicitation. 
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Arturo Lopez 
 
Arturo Lopez 
Senior Procurement Specialist 
832-393-8731 
 
Attachments:  Revised pages 1 & 8 of 36 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



S50-L24458 / Letter of Clarification No. 1  
Drinking Water Laboratory Analysis Services  
for the Public Works and Engineering Department 
 

 
 

CITY OF HOUSTON 
 INVITATION TO BID 

 
 Issued:  December 7, 2012 

REVISED 12/17/2012 
BID OPENING: 
Sealed bids, in duplicate, will be received by the City Secretary of the City of Houston, in the City Hall Annex, Public Level, 
900 Bagby, Houston, Texas 77002, until 10:30 a.m. Thursday, January 17, 2013 and all bids will be opened and publicly  
read in the City Council Chamber, City Hall Annex, Public Level, 900 Bagby at 11:00 a.m. on that date for the purchase of: 

 
DRINKING WATER LABORATORY ANALYSIS SERVICES  

 
FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS AND ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT 

BID INVITATION NO.: S50-L24458 
NIGP CODE:  992-31 / 962-22 

BUYER: 
Questions regarding this solicitation document should be addressed to Art Lopez, Buyer, at (832) 393-8731, or e-mail to 
arturo.lopez@houstontx.gov. 
 
ELECTRONIC BIDDING: 
In order to submit a bid for the items associated with this procurement, you must fill in the pricing information on the 
“PLACE BID” page. 
 
PRE-BID CONFERENCE: 
A Pre-Bid Conference will be held for all Prospective Bidders at the City Hall, Strategic Purchasing Division, 901 Bagby, 
Conference Rm. 1 (Basement), Houston, Texas 77002 at 10:00 AM on Thursday, December 27, 2012. 
REVISED 12/17/2012 
It is the bidder's responsibility to ensure that they have secured and thoroughly reviewed the solicitation 
documents prior to the Pre-Bid Conference. Any revisions to be incorporated into this solicitation document arising 
from discussions before, during and subsequent to the Pre-Bid Conference will be confirmed in writing by Letter(s) 
of Clarification prior to the bid due date.  Verbal responses will not otherwise alter the specifications, terms and 
conditions as stated herein. 
 
Bidding forms, specifications, and all necessary information should be downloaded from the Internet at 
www.houstontx.gov/purchasing.  By registering and downloading this solicitation document, all updates to this 
solicitation document will be automatically forwarded via e-mail to all registered bidders.  This information may 
also be obtained from the Supplier Assistance Desk, Strategic Purchasing Division, 901 Bagby, Concourse Level, 
Houston, Texas 77002. 
 
The place of the bid opening may be transferred in accordance with Paragraph (b), (5) of Section 15-3 of The Code of 
Ordinances, Houston, Texas. The bid opening meeting may be rescheduled in accordance with Paragraph (b), (6) of said 
Section 15-3. 

The City reserves the right to reject any or all bids or to accept any bid or combination of bids deemed 
advantageous to it. 
 
City Employees are prohibited from bidding on this solicitation in accordance with the Code of Ordinances, Section 15 - 1.   
         *CONTENTS: 

SECTION A: OFFER 
SECTION B: SCOPE OF WORK/SPECIFICATIONS 
SECTION C: GENERAL TERMS & CONDITIONS 

*NOTE 1:  Actual page numbers for each Section may change when the solicitation document is downloaded from 
the Internet or because of Letters of Clarification.  Therefore, Bidders must read the bid document in its entirety 
and comply with all the requirements set forth therein. 

 
*NOTE 2:  To be considered for award, please submit the electronic bid form and the forms listed in Section A, 
including the Official Signature Page, which must be signed by a company official authorized to bind the company. 

Page 1 of 36 
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                               SECTION B REVISED 12/17/2013 
SCOPE OF WORK  

FOR 
DRINKING WATER LABORATORY ANALYSIS SERVICES  

 
1.0  GENERAL: 
 

1.1 The Contractor shall be required to provide all labor, materials, testing equipment, facility, 
insurance, transportation and permits necessary to perform drinking water laboratory analysis 
services of the City’s drinking water in strict accordance the Third Federal Unregulated 
Contaminant Monitoring Rule, for the City of Houston’s Public Works and Engineering 
Department’s Drinking Water Operations. 

 
1.2 Upon request, the Contractor shall be required to provide sample containers in the size and 

quantity as specified by the City and United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) methods.  
The City may elect to provide sample containers and ship the sample containers to the Contractor’s 
laboratory.  The Contractor shall be required to analyze the drinking water samples for the 
contaminants listed in List Nos. 1 and 2 of the Third Federal Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring 
Rule (UCMR3) using the methods specified by the EPA (found in Section “BB”).  The City may elect to 
pay for shipping or transport of containers separate from this contract.  Section “BB” shows all List 1 and 
List 2 contaminants and the required analysis methods.  Sample frequency shall be on a quarterly basis.  
The Contractor’s starting date will be established upon receipt of the City’s Notice-to-Proceed. 

 
1.3 All samples will be collected by City of Houston personnel. 

 
2.0 CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS: 
 

2.1 The Contractor must have met the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Unregulated Contaminant 
Monitoring Regulation 3 (UCMR 3) Laboratory Approval Program application and Proficiency Testing (PT) 
criteria, as well as received EPA approval for the methods indicated.  Evidence of current certification for 
UCMR3 must be provided with the Contractor’s bid or within 10 working days after receipt of a written 
request from the City to do so.  The Contractor must maintain EPA certification for UCMR3 throughout 
the UCMR3 program period. 

 
3.0 RESERVED: 

 
4.0 ESTIMATED QUANTITIES NOT GUARANTEED: 

 
4.1 The estimated quantities specified herein are not a guarantee of actual quantities, as the City does 

not guarantee any particular quantity of services during the term of this Contract.  The quantities 
may vary depending upon the actual needs of the Department.  The quantities specified herein are 
good faith estimates of usage during the term of this Contract.  Therefore, the City shall not be liable 
for any contractual agreements/obligations the Contractor enters into based on the City purchasing 
all the quantities specified herein. 

 
5.0 INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT: 
 

5.1 Under the same terms and conditions hereunder, the Contract may be expanded to other 
government entities through inter-local agreements between the City of Houston and the respective 
government entity that encompass all or part of the products/services provided under this contract.  
Separate contracts will be drawn to reflect the needs of each participating entity. 

 
6.0 WARRANTY OF SERVICES: 

 
6.1 Definitions:  “Acceptance” as used in this clause, means the act of an authorized  
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