 
Appendix A
Extraterritorial Jurisdiction

In the State of Texas, the Local Government Code defines a city’s rights and responsibilities regarding properties within its boundaries and the area immediately surrounding its boundaries (called extraterritorial jurisdiction). This Code is where cities are given authority to change their boundaries either by annexation or dis-annexation.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Houston’s extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) is essentially a five-mile band around the City’s general-purpose boundaries, with the exception of instances when that band intersects another municipality or it’s ETJ. Within its ETJ, Houston has limited regulatory authority. Two notable examples are the imposition of Chapter 42 of the Code of Ordinances, a chapter relating to the development and subdivision of land, and the City’s authority to consent to the creation and expansion of other governmental entities such as municipal utility districts (often referred to as MUDs).
Annexation is the other key authority a city has within its ETJ. Recent sessions of the Legislature have modified and expanded the manner in which Houston may annex property. The different types include:
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